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54TH CONGRESS, } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. { DOCUMENT 
2d Session. No. 168. 
BUILDINGS AT NAVAJO SPRINGS, COLO. 
LETTER 
FROM 
THE ACTING SECRET ARY OF THE TREASUE Y, 
TRANSMITTING 
A COPY OF A COMMUNICATION FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE 
INTERIOR INCLOSING AN ESTIMATE OF APPROPRIATION FOR 
THE ERECTION OF ADDITIONAL BUILDINGS AT NAVAJO 
SPRINGS, COLO. 
JANUARY 9, 1897.-Refe:rred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to he 
printed. 
TREA.SUR~ DEPARTMENT, 
January 8, 1897. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, for the consideration of 
Congress, copy of a commmtication from the Secretary of the Interior, 
of the 5th inst ant, inclosing an estimate of appropriation for the erec-
tion of additio1rnl buildings at Navajo Springs, Colo., for the use of the 
Southern Ute Indians, $5,500, said sum to be immediately available. 
Respectfully, yours, . 
w. E. CURTIS, 
Acting Secretary. 
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
DEP .A.RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, January 5, 1897. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a letter from the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs, in which he recommends that Congress be 
requested to insert in the bill making appropriations for the Indian 
Service for the fiscal year 1898, an item "for the erection of additional 
buildings at Navajo Springs, Colorado, for the use of the Southern Ute 
Iudians, five thousand five hundred dollars, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, said sum to be immediately available/' 
The_ request of the Commissioner meets with my approval, and the 
same 1s forwarded through your Department for the favorable consid-
eration of Congress. 
Respectfully, 
The SECRET.A.RY. OF THE TREASURY. 
D. R. FRANCIS. Secretary. 
2 BUILDINGS AT NAVAJO SPRINGS, COLO. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN .AFF .A.IRS, 
Washington, December 21, 1896. 
SIR: The act of Congress making appropriations for the Indian serv-
ice for the current fiscal year (Public 195, p. 17) contains the following 
provision, viz : 
To carry out the provisions of the act of February twentieth, eighteen hundred 
and ninety-five, the Secretary of the Interior shall cause rations and supplies to be 
issued each month at Ignacio, La Plata County, Colorad-0, and at Arboles, Archuleta 
County, Colorado, to all Southern Ute Indians to whom lands have been allotted, and 
who are residing on their allotments. And the Secretary of the Interior shall estab-
lish an agency on the Southern Ute Indian Reservation, at Navajo Springs, in the 
county of Montezuma; Colorado, and shall cause rations and supp1ies to be issued 
each month or oftener at that point to all Southern Ute Indians who have not elected 
to ta,ke land in severalty, under the provieions of the act entitled "An .A.ct to dis-
approve the treaty heretofore made with the Southern Ute Indians to be removed to 
the Territory of Utah, and providing for settling them 1n severalty when they may so 
elect and are qualified, and to settle all those not electing to take lands in severalty 
on the west forty miles of the present reservation and in portions of New Mexico, 
and for other purposes, and to carry out the provisions of the treaty with said 
Indians of June :fifteenth, eighteen hundred and eighty," approved February twen-
tieth, eighteen hundred and ninety-five. · . 
For the erection of suitable agency buildings on said reservation at N avaJO 
Springs, Montoouma County, Colorado, for the use of such Southern Ute Indians as 
have not elected to liake allotments of land in severalty, ten thousand dollars, to be 
immediately available. 
In accordance with said provision of law there have been erected, at 
Navajo Springs, Montezuma County, Colo. (under authorities duly 
granted by the Department), a mess house, issue house, residence _for 
agent, and barn, which (with other expenses incident to the erect10~ 
of said agency buildings) have about exhausted the $10,000 appropri-
ated by Congress. 
I now have the honor to inclose herewith a communication from the 
United States Indian agent at the Southern Ute Agency, Colo., dated 
December 6, 1896, transmitting detailed estimates for additional build-
ings required for said Navajo Springs .Agency. .As said detailed esti-
mates embrace each articfo needed in the construction of the various 
buildings, I do not deem it necessary to present copies thereof to you, 
but enumerate below the additional structures asked for by the agent, 
with estimated cost of each, viz: 
Annuity and drug house ... ____ ... __ .. ____ . __ • __ ..• _ •••.• __ •.••••.•...••. $1,250. 62 
Blacksmith shop . ..................................... ···-·· ...... ···--· 1,017.49 
~nal~~psf:yde~;s· ~~tt~g·'e·----· ...... ······ ......... . .................. ··-· 789. 03 
.......... - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 979. 13 
Tota.I · · . - - - ...... -..... - - ............. -........... _ ....•. ~ _.. . . . . . 5, 036. 27 
Believing t1:tat these buildings are absolutely necessary for the proper 
conduct of this new agency, and as same can not be erected within the 
10,0~0 her_etofore _appropriated by Congress for agency buildings at 
vaJ prmg (said sum being almost exhausted), I have to respect-
t ully rec?mmen_d t hat Con~es~ be requested to insert the fo1lowing item 
m the ill m_aking appropriation for the Indian service for the :fiscal 
cr l9 viz: 
,~
0
~ :U etion~ i-adcli~onafhbuildings at avajo Springs, Colorado, for the use of the 
. ians, ve _ousan~ fiv hundred dollars, or so much thereof as may 
ary, aid um to b unmed1ately a.va.ila.ble. 
ry pectfully, 
D. M. BROWNING, Commissioner. 
BUILDINGS AT NAVAJO SPRINGS, COLO. 
SOUTHERN UTE AGENCY, 
Ignacio, Colo., Decenibm· 6, 1896. 
3 
Sm: Have honor to inclose estimate for additional buildings required at Navajo 
I 
Springs Agency, there being at present mess house, issue house, residence for agent, 
and barn. In the mess house, so called, there is the general office and also sleeping 
apartments for clerk and issue clerk, leaving the physician, blacksmith, interpreter, 
and other employees absolutely without quarters. To avoid the damaging results 
recently experienced from excessive fall of moisture during the rainy season (July 
to October, inclusive), the appropriation should be made available as early as May, 
as the work of making adobes, placing them in wall, and roofing should be accom-
plished prior to July 1. In order that estimates may be thoroughly understood they 
are in detail, and following are the distances material has to be hauled: Lumber, 54 
1miles (wagon); lime, 120 miles ( 40 miles wagon); stone, 4 miles; sand, 4 miles; all 
;other articles 120 miles by wagon and rail. I have combined the annuity and drug 
iestablishments, leaving the issue house (now erected) to be devoted to storing rations, 
!hardware, wagons, implements, material, etc., etc., thus avoiding a separate and 
·additional building for implements and material. The amount appropriated for 
1buildings and improvements during present fiscal year was $10,000, some $2,000 of 
which was utilized in preparatory work, such as storing flow of spring water, pipe, 
,reservoir, trenches, bridges, etc., and $630 was lost on expenditures forced by 
:repeated washouts. The buildings now erected are adobe, 22-inch walls, hard and 
finish plaster, heavy foundations, and corrugated-iron roofing; and as Indian agents 
I are not entirely notorious for selecting :first-class material, I have endeavored to break 
!the record, and when inspector calls he will discover an absence of paint and liberal 
!supply of oil on all clear lumber. 
I am, respectfully, 
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN il'FAIRS, 
Waahington, D. C. 
ITEM. 
DAVID Ji"'. DAY, 
United States Indian Agent. 
For erection of additional buildings at NavaJo Springs, Colorado, for the use of 
the Southern Ute Indians, :five thousand :five hundred dollars, or so much thereof a8 · 
may be necessary; said sum to be immediately available. 
C 
